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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 
1 . An examiner* s amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1,312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Kees van der Sterre on 1 February 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In the claims: 

Claim 18 (Amended) A method for shaping an end face of a catalyst substrate having a 
longitudinal axis into a conical or frusto-conical shape which comprises: 

a step of shaping by rotating first and second guides about the longitudinal axis of the 
catalyst substrate while a cutting filament extends between the guides; and 

controlling the longitudinal separation and radial spacing of the guides so that 
the cutting filament is inclined relative to the longitudinal axis of the catalyst substrate 
and intersects the said axis, and wherein 

the longitudinal separation and radial spacing of the guides are controlled to form a 
shaped face on the catalyst substrate which is non-concentric with the longitudinal axis thereof 

Claim 19 (Amended) A method for shaping an end face of a catalyst substrate having a 
longitudinal axis into a conical or fiiisto-conical shape which comprises: 
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a step of shaping by rotating first and second guides about the longitudinal axis of the 
catalyst substrate while a cutting filament extends between the guides; and 

controlling the longitudinal separation and radial spacing of the guides so that 
the cutting filament is inclined relative to the longitudinal axis of the catalyst substrate 
and intersects the said axis. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 13-19 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Reasons for 
allowance of independent claim 1 8 are detailed in the previous office actions. 

The prior art of record neither anticipates nor renders obvious a method of shaping an end 
face of a catalyst substrate having a longitudinal axis into a conical or frusto-conical shape as 
claimed in independent claims 18 and 19, specifically wherein a step of shaping includes rotating 
first and second guides about the catalyst substrate while a cutting filament extends between the 
guides. 

The closest prior art of record found is US Pat. No, 2,972,669 (Brown) as is discussed in 
detail in the previous office actions. Upon further review, Examiner agrees with Applicant's 
arguments as to the structure taught by Brown not being applicable to Applicant's invention. 
Brown does not disclose the rotating first and second guides about the longitudinal axis of the 
workpiece as is currently claimed in independent claims 18 and 19. 

Though the structure as claimed is well known in the art, as is evidenced by US Pat. No. 
4,235,656 (Shimada et al.), the method of shaping which includes a step of rotating first and 
second guides about the longitudinal axis of the catalyst substrate while a cutting filament 
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extends between the guides is not disclosed by Shimada et al. Shimada et al. teaches the winding 
of the filament around the substrate, however there is no cutting filament and no shaping of the 
substrate. Therefore Shimada et al. does not disclose the claimed invention of independent 
claims 18 or 19 and there is no motivation found to modify Shimada et al. to obtain the claimed 
invention such that there is a shaping step performed by the cutting filament. Furthermore, there 
is no prior art, either alone or in combination with the prior art, that would render obvious the 
claimed invention of independent claims 18 or 19. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi'om the 
examiner should be directed to Dana Ross whose telephone number is 571-272-4480. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Derris Banks can be reached on 571-272-4419. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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